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Fallin defies expectations, 
vetoes majority of budget 


Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin watches from the visitor gallery as the Senate debates a bill to cut $60 million from the state budget and fill most of the $215 
million shortfall with one-time appropriations. Both the House and Senate adjourned special session on Friday. [PHOTO BY STEVE SISNEY, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


Governor posts video 
explaining the decision 


BY DALE DENWALT 
Capitol Bureau 
ddenwalt@oklahoman.com 


Just hours after receiving a bill 
that would cut $60 million from 
state spending and raid agency 
accounts to balance the budget, 


ONLINE 


session. 


Gov. Mary Fallin vetoed much of 
the bill Friday night and called 


for another special session. 


Fallin left additional fund- 
ing intact for the three agen- 
cies affected by the loss of ciga- 
rette fee revenue, along with a 
$30 million emergency appro- 
priation to the Department of 


Health. 


Legislative leaders expected 


that Fallin, who watched from 
the Senate visitor gallery, would 
sign it into law. During debate, 
Jason 
R-Stroud, challenged Fallin to 
veto the bill and call for another 


state Sen. 


special session. 


SEE BUDGET, 2A 


Go to Oklahoman. 
com to watch a 
video about the 
end of the special 


Smalley, 


ALANS 
ae 


State Sen. Kim David, right, speaks with state Sen. Kay Floyd after 
adjournment from a special session on Friday in Oklahoma City. [PHOTO BY 
STEVE SISNEY, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


Feds say EMSA patients got ‘compromised’ care 


BY NOLAN CLAY 
Staff Writer 
nclay@oklahoman.com 


The U.S. government 
is claiming in its ongoing 
civil fraud case against 
EMSA and a former con- 
tractor that patient care 
was “compromised” for 
years for monetary rea- 
sons. 

EMSA on Friday 
strongly disputed the 
claim, saying it was 
despicable and untrue. 

EMSA — whose full 
name is the Emergency 
Medical Services Author - 
ity — provides ambu- 
lance service to more 


TODAY’S PRAYER 
Dear God, You are the way, the 


truth and the life. Help us to follow, 


believe and live in You. Amen. 


The high turnover rate ... resulted in 
overworked health care professionals, 


negatively affected employee morale 
and compromised the level of care and ser- 


vices provided.” 


U.S. government attorneys, in a court filing 


than 1.1 million residents 
in northeast and central 
Oklahoma. 

“The credible and 
overwhelming evidence 
has demonstrated that 
EMSA always has and 
always will place patient 
care as its highest pri- 
ority,” the public trust 
said in a statement to The 


Oklahoman. 

The U.S. government 
in January accused EMSA 
and its CEO, Stephen 
Williamson, of accept- 
ing millions of dollars in 
illegal kickbacks from its 
former contractor Para- 
medics Plus LLC. 

The Texas-based con- 
tractor was paid to pro- 


Business 1C Life 1D Weather, 6C 
Classified 1E Opinion 8A 
Comics 8E RealEstate 1F WI N DY 
Deaths 5A Sports 1B 

H: 58 L: 31 


vide EMSA with drivers, 
paramedics and emer- 
gency medical techni- 
cians between 1998 and 
2013. The government 
alleges Paramedics Plus 
secretly paid the kick- 
backs to keep the lucra- 
tive contracts. 

The government is 
seeking millions of dol- 
lars in damages and civil 
penalties from EMSA in 
the civil case filed in fed- 
eral court in Sherman, 
Texas. 

EMSA and the other 
defendants deny wrong- 
doing. They contend 
the money paid back 
to EMSA was pursuant 
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to a legal “profit cap” 
arrangement. 

The government’s 
claim about the quality 
of patient care is in a new 
legal filing in the case. 

Government attor- 
neys allege Paramedics 
Plus chose to send money 
back to EMSA rather than 
spend it on its employees. 

“The United States 
expects testimony in this 
action to establish that 
Paramedics Plus suf- 
fered debilitating turn- 
over rates among its 
paramedics and EMTs, 
which could have been 
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Thunder 
spurned 


A late-game hustle 
wasn’t enough 

to beat the Spurs. 
OKC lost, 101-104. 
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Ralph Shortey 


Shortey 
to plead 
guilty to 
child sex 
trafficking 


BY NOLAN CLAY 
Staff Writer 
nclay@oklahoman.com 


Former state Sen. 
Ralph Shortey has agreed 
to plead guilty to a child 
sex trafficking offense for 
offering to pay a 17-year- 
old boy for sexual “stuff” 
last March. 

In exchange for his 
guilty plea, U.S. prosecu- 
tors have agreed to drop 
three child pornography 
counts against him. 

His jury trial had been 
set to begin Dec. 5 in 
Oklahoma City federal 
court. He is now sched- 
uled to plead guilty Nov. 
30 instead. 

By making a deal, 
Shortey, 35, hopes to 
avoid being locked up for 
most of the rest of his life. 
Still, he will be required 
to serve at least a 10-year 
prison term, the manda- 
tory minimum time for 
child sex trafficking. 

The maximum time 
for the offense is life in 


SEE SHORTEY, 10A 


OKC sees 
record 
warmth 
Friday 


FROM STAFF REPORTS 


Oklahoma City set a 
new record-high tem- 
perature Friday, besting 
a century-old mark by 2 
degrees, according to the 
National Weather Ser- 
vice. 

Oklahoma City’s high 
temperature Friday was 
82 degrees. The previous 
record for the day was 80 
degrees, set in 1896. The 
average high temperature 
for Nov. 17 is 61 degrees, 
21 degrees lower than the 
temperature recorded 
Friday afternoon. 

Temperatures are set 
to be more in line with 
November averages on 
Saturday, as a cold front 
is expected to sweep 
across the state overnight 
and highs are expected to 
only reach into the upper 


50s. 
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